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Introduction to Agri-food Certification

Agri-food certification is a systematic process that verifies the

quality and safety of food products within the agricultural sector.

It plays a crucial role in enhancing the social economy in Europe by
ensuring that products meet specific standards, thus promoting fair

trade practices and supporting local farmers.

Certification fosters consumer trust and encourages sustainable
practices, ultimately contributing to the overall resilience and

growth of the social economy in the region.
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Importance of Certification

Certification ensures
quality assurance by
verifying that products
meet established
standards, enhancing

consumer trust.

el Co-funded by
LA the European Union

It facilitates market access

by allowing producers to

meet the requirements of
retailers and export

markets.

Certification can
differentiate products in a
crowded marketplace,
providing a competitive
edge to certified

producers.

®o®

It encourages sustainable
practices and compliance
with regulatory

requirements, promoting
environmental and social

responsibility.



Certification Standards in Europe

EU Organic
Certification

GlobalGAP

Fair Trade Certification
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Regulates the production, processing, and labeling of organic products in Europe. It ensures

that products meet strict environmental and animal welfare standards.

A leading certification program for agricultural products that focuses on food safety,

sustainability, and worker welfare. It is widely recognized across Europe and internationally.

Promotes fair trading practices and ensures that producers receive fair compensation. This

certification focuses on social, economic, and environmental sustainability.
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Benefits of Certification for SMEs Challenges Faced by SMEs

Impact on SMEs in Agri-food

= Certification enhances product quality and safety, increasing © = High costs associated with obtaining and maintaining
consumer trust. certification.

= Access to new markets is facilitated through recognized = Limited resources for compliance and documentation
certifications. processes.

= Improvement in operational efficiency and sustainability = Knowledge gaps regarding certification requirements and
practices. standards.

= Certification can lead to better pricing and profit margins. : = Ongoing changes in certification regulations can create

uncertainty.
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Role of Social Economy in Certification

2 \Y,

) L Cooperatives and social enterprises often lead
The social economy fosters local initiatives that promote

. L . . . certification efforts, emphasizing fair trade and ethical
sustainable practices in agri-food certification, ensuring

o sourcing in the supply chain.
community involvement and support.

85 ®

Social economy organizations provide training and resources to By prioritizing social values, the social economy enhances
farmers, facilitating access to certification and improving product consumer trust in certified products, promoting
quality. transparency and accountability.
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Economic Benefits of Certification
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15% Increased Revenue

30% Market Access Growth
20% Cost Savings

25% Consumer Demand Increase
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Certification Process Overview

Preparation

Gather all necessary
documentation, including
production processes, quality
control measures, and traceability
records. Ensure that all staff are
trained and aware of certification

requirements.

Documentation checklist
Training records
Production process

descriptions
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Application

Submit the application for
certification to the chosen
certification body. This
includes providing all required
documentation and paying any

associated fees.

Completed application form
Payment receipt
Initial documentation

submission

Audit and
Inspection

Undergo a thorough audit and
inspection by the certification
body. This step involves on-site
evaluations, interviews with staff,

and review of documentation to

ensure compliance with standards.

Audit report
Non-conformity reports (if
applicable)

Corrective action plan (if

necessary)
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Certification
Decision

Receive the certification
decision from the certifying
body. If successful, a certificate
is issued. If there are issues, a
corrective action plan must be
implemented before re-

evaluation.
Certification certificate

Feedback report
Action plan for any required

improvements
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Challenges in Certification

High financial costs associated with certification processes deter small and medium enterprises from pursuing necessary

accreditation.

Complex and varying standards across different certification bodies create confusion and compliance difficulties for agri-

food businesses.

Lengthy and bureaucratic certification procedures often delay market entry for products, impacting competitiveness.
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Overcoming Certification Barriers

&
Enhancing Accessibility to Certification

*  Provide training programs for SMEs on certification processes.

*  Simplify documentation requirements to reduce administrative
burden.

*  Create financial support programs to offset certification costs.
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Building Collaborative Networks

Establish partnerships between SMEs and certification bodies.
Create industry coalitions to share resources and best practices.

Encourage peer-to-peer mentoring among certified and non-certified
businesses.



Certification Bodies in Europe

g European Food Safety
®— Authority (EFSA)

International Organization
for Standardization (ISO)

GlobalGAP

Organic Certification
Bodies
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EFSA provides scientific advice on food safety issues, ensuring that food products meet high safety

standards across Europe.

ISO develops and publishes international standards, including those for food safety and quality

management in the agri-food sector.

GlobalGAP is a private sector body that sets voluntary standards for the certification of agricultural

products, focusing on safe and sustainable farming.

Various bodies, such as Ecocert and Soil Association, provide certification for organic products,

ensuring compliance with EU organic regulations.



Future Trends in Agri-food Certification

Increased Focus on
Sustainability

Agri-food certification will increasingly
prioritize sustainability practices, with
standards evolving to include environmental
impact assessments and carbon footprint

reductions.
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Digital Transformation in Certification
Processes

The use of blockchain and digital tools will
streamline certification processes, enhancing
transparency and traceability in the agri-food

supply chain.

GIAE

Consumer Demand for
Transparency

As consumers become more conscious of food
sourcing, certifications that provide detailed
information about product origins and

production methods will gain prominence.



Environmental Impact of Certification
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Reduction of
Chemical Use

Certification programs often
promote organic farming
practices that minimize or
eliminate the use of synthetic
pesticides and fertilizers, leading

to healthier ecosystems.
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Soil Health
Improvement

Certified agrifood practices
include crop rotation and cover
cropping, which enhance soil
structure, fertility, and reduce
erosion, contributing to

sustainable agriculture.

GIARE
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Water Conservation
Initiatives

Many certification schemes
implement water management
practices that reduce water
usage and prevent
contamination of water sources,
promoting environmental

sustainability.

®

Biodiversity
Enhancement

Certification encourages
practices that protect native
flora and fauna, contributing to
enhanced biodiversity in
agricultural landscapes and

ecosystems.
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Social Impact of Certification

Certification enhances fair trade practices, ensuring producers receive fair Consumers are increasingly supporting certified products, leading to
compensation for their products. greater market opportunities for ethical producers.

It promotes better working conditions for farmworkers, safeguarding Certified products often support local economies, as they are more likely
their rights and well-being. to source ingredients locally.

Certification schemes often include social criteria, encouraging Certification fosters transparency, empowering consumers to make
community development and social equity. informed choices regarding social responsibility.
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Certification and Consumer Trust
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Certification assures consumers that
agri-food products meet established
guality and safety standards,
enhancing confidence in their

purchases.
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Consumers are increasingly seeking
certified products, as certifications
often indicate ethical production
practices, such as fair trade and

sustainability.

Clear labeling of certified products
allows consumers to make informed
choices, leading to increased loyalty to

brands that prioritize certification.
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Certification for Organic Products

Requirements for Organic Certification Benefits of Organic Certification
= Compliance with EU organic regulations is mandatory. = Access to premium markets and higher price points for organic
produce.

= Farmers must use organic seeds and inputs only.

. . = Increased consumer trust and brand loyalty associated with
= Regular inspections are conducted to ensure adherence to

. organic labels.
organic standards.

] o = Enhanced environmental sustainability through eco-friendly
= Records of all farming practices must be maintained for
farming practices.
verification.
= Potential for grant funding and support from government

initiatives.
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Certification for Sustainability
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Sustainable Agriculture Certification

Programs such as the Rainforest Alliance and Fair Trade focus on
promoting farming practices that protect the environment and

enhance social equity.

9,

Carbon Footprint Reduction Certification

Certifications like Carbon Trust help agri-food businesses measure
and reduce their carbon emissions, promoting environmental
responsibility.
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Organic Certification

Organic certification ensures that products are grown without
synthetic pesticides and fertilizers, supporting biodiversity and soil

health.

Z\’N
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Water Management Certification

Certification programs focused on efficient water use, such as the
Alliance for Water Stewardship, encourage sustainable water

practices in agriculture.



Certification Cost Analysis

‘ "The initial investment in certification can range from €1,000 to
€10,000, depending on the complexity of the certification

process and the size of the business."

. "Ongoing costs, including annual audits and recertification fees,
typically range from €500 to €2,500 per year, which can be a

significant burden for small enterprises."
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Anna Smith, Financial
Analyst in Agri-food Sector

John Doe, CEO of Organic
Foods Co.



Policy and Regulation
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EU Common

The CAP provides guidelines for agricultural

s EU laws require clear labeling and
Agricultural Policy certification, ensuring that farmers comply Traceablllty and
Labe[ing Laws traceability of agri-food products, which
(CAP) with environmental and quality standards
are essential for certification processes.
across Europe.
Food Safety Regulations such as the General Food Law Sustainability and Policies encourage sustainable practices in
Environmental , . . I -
Regulations define food safety standards that agri-food ] agriculture, impacting certification criteria
Regulations _
products must meet to obtain certification. related to environmental performance.
Organic Farming Specific regulations govern the certification National Member states may implement additional
Certification T N
Regulations of organic products, ensuring adherence to Sch certification schemes that align with EU
chemes

standards for organic farming.

regulations but cater to local needs.
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Key Metrics for Certification Success

25% 30%

Certified Products Growth Market Access Increase
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Thank you !

For more information
Francisco.martinez@diesis.coop
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