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National background
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Responsible and 
Susta inable 
International 
Business Conduct 
Act Proposal

March 2021
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2024 – Schoof 
government

Vote and approval 
postponed until 
further notice
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Source: Politico



Sectoral approach: 
the International Responsible 

Business
Conduct (IRBC) covenants
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IRBC covenants

Multi- stakeholders business 
agreements between :

trade unions
employer organisations
reference businesses
Dutch ministries 
NGOs

Social and economic council to 
manage the process

2013
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13 sectors identified

IRBC covenants 
concluded in:

banking, textile, gold, 
stone cutting, forestry, 
metals, food products, 
insurance, pension 
funds, floriculture, 
renewable energy
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Source: IMVO-covenanten
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Organisational approach in 
large cooperatives
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Insights from the case studies
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● Little promotion of the cooperative identity/ values in the development of 
susta inability practices

● Sensitive information

● Proactivity in the development of corporate susta inability and due diligence 
stra tegies

● Lots of promotion and visibility  of environmental aspects

● Works council role to be clarified



anne.guisset@kuleuven.be

Thank you
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